
St. Valentine’s Day is a day most 
couples love and most singles love 

to loathe. This is the day people from 
around the globe express their love 
to their partners or to the ones they 
admire. People around the world may 
celebrate this day differently. In Japan, 
it is usually the woman who gives gifts 
to her beloved, while the man returns 
this expression of love on another 
holiday called White Day. In Italy, a 
woman comes out of her house before 
dawn and the first man she sees is the 
man she will marry, or the man will at 
least resemble the one she will marry. 
In the Philippines, the traditions are 
more western as couples go out on 
dates and exchange St. Valentine’s 
Day cards. Of course, the boy gives 
the girl flowers as a reminder of his 
love for her. But due to these various 
traditions being celebrated, I wanted 
to know how the students of OB 
Montessori mark this special occasion, 

and hopefully by doing so, I would 
substantiate the meaning of St. 
Valentine’s Day from there. 

The first people I interviewed 
were my friends Nicole and Shem, 
who have been together for a month 
now. For Nicole she said that St. 
Valentine’s Day has value, but it 
should not be the only day to express 
one’s love for someone, while Shem 
kept it sweet by saying that St. 
Valentine’s Day is about love, and it is 
when you can give 100% of that love. 
Their languages of love are words of 
affirmation and physical touch.

In order to give justice to those 
without a special someone in their 
lives, I interviewed my friend Megan. 
She described St. Valentine’s Day not 
only as a day reserved for couples, but 
also a day for showing love to people 
around you. She added that even 
the unattached should not view St. 
Valentine’s Day negatively but rather 

make it an opportunity to show love to 
their family and friends. Her language 
of love is to tell the people she cares 
about how she feels for them personally, 
and to also give hugs because she finds 
it encouraging to display her affection. 
Megan also believes that by being 
present for others she shows her love 
and support for them, especially when 
they are in trouble, for “actions speak 
louder than words.” 

Imagine, if three people can 
describe St. Valentine’s Day and the 
language of love so well, how much 
more the entire school? It makes 
me more excited about this year’s 
celebration of love!

Photos courtesy of asiancorrespondent.
com, truelovejapan.com, and 
rosiestrattoria.com

u By Alliyah Marie Beloso, Grade 11-Amorsolo

Students of 6-Venus and 6-Saturn 
post and exchange simple letters 
that show their love for their 
classmates and friends.

St. Valentine’s Day 
           is to Me
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This year’s Joint Campout for 
the Grade 6 and Grade 10 levels 

of OBMC Las Piñas took place on 
January 22 to 24, 2019. The purpose 
of this annual activity is to help foster 
teamwork between the children and 
their older counterparts, as well as 
to test their skills of leadership and 
followership.

The students, before going to 
Preziosa Botanic Park and Farm Resort 
where the activity was to be held, first 
visited the Geronimo Berenguer de los 
Reyes, Jr. Museum in General Trias, 

Cavite. The 
historical 
place 
has five 
pavilions, 
each 
containing 
collections 
of photographs documenting the history 
of the Philippines, as well as models and 
memorabilia of different aircrafts.

After the students had their tour 
at the museum, they arrived at the 
farm at around 11:00 AM, where they 

The annual Intramurals for the 
Intermediate Department took off 

once more last December 17 and 18, 
2018. All students from grades four to 
six battled it out for first place during 
the two-day event. This year’s lineup 
consisted of the spirited Blue Hunters, 
the mighty Golden Vikings, the proud 
Red Indians, and the gallant Purple 
Knights, all composed of students 
aiming to build friendship and 
camaraderie with peers outside their 
classrooms.

Volleyball, badminton, and 
basketball were only a few of the 
numerous sports played by the 
students during 
the Intrams. Aside 
from sports, various 
Filipino games 
were also included 
in the program, 
such as the relay 
that included lubid-
luksuhan (jump 
rope), sipa, and 
piko (hopscotch). 
More traditional 
games such as 
kadang-kadang, 

hilahang-lubid, and sangkayaw were 
also included this year.

“The 
basketball game 
was really intense,” 
commented a grade 
six student. 

“Everyone was 
cheering very loudly for 
their teams. It was fun,” 
said a fifth grader. 

As players put 
their hearts and minds 
into winning their 
respective games, 
their teammates 

went straight to Camp Akela to drop 
their things off in their tents before 
having their lunch. Assembly was then 
held afterwards, where LT teacher Ms. 
Ohnelaine Diolata explained the rules 
of the camp, as well as the different 
activities of the students. Then the 
members of the Scout Rangers of the 
Philippine Army, who were there to assist 

in the different survival activities, 
introduced themselves. 

Commandant of 

Cadets Jose Mari De la 
Pena, PCGA, oriented all the 
squads before they took off 
in different directions to 
complete their assigned 
tasks.

At day’s end a couple 
of videos about the Scout 
Rangers were shown to the 
students. It was 
both an educational 
and emotional time 

as the Scout 
Rangers shared 
their stories 
during the 
Marawi Siege. 
The students 
and teachers 
could not help 
but express their 
gratitude to the Rangers. Afterwards, 

Cinesophia exhibits through 
filmmaking how OB Montessori 

students have learned to use 
philosophy as a tool in breaking 
down social issues in the 
Philippines. This year’s theme 
was “Liyab: Transcending 
Societal Conventions in the 
Pursuit of Truth,” as a tie-in 
with Plato’s Allegory of the 
Cave. “This is a reflection of 
a prisoner’s experience which 
mirrors the emancipation of an 
individual from the chains of 
society that have manipulated 
and distorted the truth,” 
said Philosophy teacher Mr. 
Christopher Porras. The films 
were made by the Grade 12 
students of OB Montessori 
Center as a requirement for 
their Philosophy and Media and 
Information Literacy subjects. 
The films portrayed issues like 
illegal drugs, extra-judicial killings, 
poverty, and mental health issues.

The teachers were extremely 
proud of their students and their work. 
After a second screening the students 
were then asked to vote for the 

u By Abigail Anne Pepino, Grade 11-Amorsolo
u By Andrea Garfin
    Grade 9-Ruby
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films they wanted for the 
Audience Choice award. The 
winners of the Cinesophia in 
the Las Piñas campus are as 
follows:

The Las Piñas campus rejoiced 
as they won the Film of the Year 
award against all other submissions 
from different campuses. The 
overall winner was Dilat that 
starred Ariana Ocampo of Grade 
12-Jose. The film portrayed the hot 
issue of illegal drugs and extra-
judicial killings in the Philippines. 

“Making a culminating film in 
respect to both subjects was 
nothing short of a challenge, 
but it was undoubtedly 
rewarding. The film reflected 
Plato’s philosophy stated 
in the Allegory of the Cave. 
Accordingly, the subject 
of Media and Information 
Literacy gave us a solid 
foundation on media and its 

representations. These were the 
two fundamental building blocks 
that are helping to instill the right 
mix of critical thinking and 
technicality,” as expressed by 
Joen Alzate, 
the director 
of the winning 
film, Dilat.

The Intermediate Students 
   Keep the Ball Rolling

filled the multi-purpose hall with loud 
cheers and chants to build up their 
team spirit.

Another highlight of the 
sportsfest was the annual 
cheering competition. 

Cheer dancers 
from all four 
teams showed 

off their 
flexibility, creativity, 
and confidence on the 
dance floor in the battle 
for the championship. 
This year, while the 

Red Indians grabbed 
first place in the 
cheering competition, 
the Purple Knights 
went home as over-
all champions. The 
Red Indians were in 

second, followed by 
the Blue Hunters, 
and finally the 
Golden Vikings.  
Throughout the the 
event, the students 
proudly showed 
off their team 
spirit, as well as 
their camaraderie, 
quick-thinking 
skills, athleticism, 
and good 
sportsmanship.

Cinesophia: Allegory of the Cave

n NEWS it was “Acoustic Night,” where each 
section had songs and performances to 

showcase to everyone.
Next morning, the 

students were up and about 
having their morning 

exercises and trap 
demonstration 
led by the Scout 
Rangers. Then it 

was time to pack 
up and go. The 
Joint Camp Out 
activity may have 
been physically 
tiring, but everyone 
went home fulfilled, 
encouraged, and 
inspired by the 
service of others 
and the bonds of 

friendship that were established.

Audience Choice
Deliria directed 
by Charlize Co

Best Actors
Axxel Victorio and JP 
Manahan for Inang Bayan

Best Actress Arianna Ocampo for Dilat

Best Screenplay Dilat and Inang Bayan

3rd Best Film Deliria

2nd Best Film Inang Bayan

Best Picture Dilat

Overall Winner Dilat

Grade 6, and 10 students 
go camping once again
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On November 26 and December 
11, 2018, OB Montessori Center 

held its annual High School Public 
Speaking Festival at the Las 
Piñas multi-purpose hall. 
This year’s event consisted 
of five categories: 
Beginner, Junior, 
Advance, Grade 
10 Elocution, and 
Grade 12 Elocution. 
Participants who 
recited a variety of 
poetry pieces were 
judged according to 
the following criteria: 
memory, expression, 
articulation, voice 
projection, and stage 
presence.

Dressed in 
their business attire, 
participants from different 
categories vied for bragging 
rights as champion 
speakers in their 
respective categories. 
For some participants, 
however, winning was 
not what mattered 
the most—it was the 
experience. Random 
students shared their 
insights about joining 
the Public Speaking 
Festival: 

“… I have 
enjoyed being a 
part of the public 

speaking competition ever since I 
was in junior high school. This year, 
having to deliver our own speech 

from personal research triggered 
the excitement in me ...”

“It would never 
have come off without 
the help of the OBMC 
Las Piñas teachers 
and the school’s 
push to harness the 
skills of its students 
through events like 
the Public Speaking 
Festival. More than 
this, daily social 
interactions inside 
the four corners 
of the classroom, 
especially during 
discussions where 

healthy debates are encouraged, 
play a huge part in developing 
my speaking skills. It continues 

to train me to speak 
my mind and stand 
for what I believe 
in. This is meant to 
prepare me and my 
peers for the outside 
world ...”

At the end of 
each program, each 
student received 
a certificate of 
participation, while 
winners received 
the certificates of 
recognition.

OBMC Students 
Hit the Stage
u By Ciara Russegger, Zafina Tenorio, and Megan Antonio
     Grade 8-Emerald and Grade 11-Luna

n NEWS

Embedding 
Practical Life Skills 
into an Absorbent Mind

n FEATURE

u By Daniel Ruy Quilantang, Grade 12-Tinio

In the Montessori philosophy, a 
child aged between three and 

six is seen to have a conscious and 
absorbent mind. He is inquisitive 
and enthusiastic to discover the 
world around him. Montessori-
centered classrooms make the most 
of this young mind in their prepared 
environment. Students in the Casa 
levels not only learn academic topics 
such as Cultural Arts, Language, 
and Mathematics, they also learn the 
skills that are part of day-to-day living. 
These are honed in the Practical Life 
subject of the Casa curriculum.

“The practical life subject is 
literally what its name is,” said Nicole 
Diaz, a student of OB Montessori 
since Junior Casa who is now in Grade 
12, her graduating year. The learning 
materials, ready for the students 
to use on specific days, range from 
personal grooming 
to communal 
chores. Tasks 

like buttoning, hooking, closing 
zippers, and tying shoelaces are done 
on frames that mimic the activity. 
Sweeping, pouring sand, washing 
handkerchiefs, and folding fabrics 
have their own areas that simulate 
household chores. 

Nicole’s favorite Practical Life 
material was pouring liquids into 
a glass. She appreciated that she 
was handling fragile objects, which 
taught her how to handle breakable 
items with care. The Casa curriculum 
empowers the child’s autonomy to 
pick what she wishes to use, take it to 
her work station, and return it to its 
place. It is the cycle of work coming 
full circle. 

The dynamics of the classroom 
is also an important characteristic 
of Montessori education that Nicole 
wished to highlight. There 
were students from three 
Casa levels in one room.  
“If you are in Advanced 

Casa,” she said, “you have this 
sense of responsibility to take 
care of the younger kids. It is 
unspoken, but the older kids 
always help the teacher with 
the younger ones.” The Casa 
classroom was where Nicole 
learned collaboration, patience, 
and how to care for others—the 
one trait that makes us essen-
tially human.

It was the sense of 
independence that Nicole loves 
about the Casa curriculum’s Practical 
Life subject. It carries the school’s 
credo, “Man Makes Himself,” and 
equips the child to practice self-
reliance at home. A transformative 
classroom is a space for the students 
to develop a knowledge of the world 
they live in, and to learn the skillsets 
needed to apply what they have 
learned. 

The ability of the child to begin 
exploring and wondering proves 

the existence of an absorbent mind, 
and signals those surrounding him 
or her to start practicing the skills 
that are necessary to become an 
independent and wholistic member of 
the community and society.

As a young lady about to graduate 
in just a few months, Nicole advises 
any OBMC student: “Appreciate the 
school’s curriculum because it is 
effective and it will teach you things 

that you will use until you 
grow older.” 
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On January 12, 2019, the OBMC 
Las Piñas multi-purpose hall 

was filled with Grade 6 students and 
their parents for a Saturdate. Mr. Alex 
Araneta, an important guest for that 
day, stood by as the event was about to 
start. At 9:00 am, Ms. Doris Magbanua, 
the emcee, stepped onto the platform 
and introduced the event: “Can We 
Connect” Student-Parent Seminar.

“It is at this phase in their lives 
that our guidance as parents 
and teachers are 
most needed. 
That is why our 
theme of ‘Can We 
Connect’ for this 
Grade 6 student-
parent seminar is 
very appropriate. 
Today, we have 
invited Mr. Alex 
Araneta from 
Catalyst 360 

Training & Consultancy to conduct 
this seminar,” she began.

Mr. Alex Araneta gave advice 
and anecdotes to parents and students 
alike; sharing stories about Elaine, his 
wife of 24 years, and how they raised 
their two children: Kally and Elian. 
Together, parents and their children 
tackled the questions that explore 
many things about their relationships. 
Such questions also probed into their 

priorities and 
goals in life as 
family members. 
As the event 
came to an end, it 
was very evident 
that everyone 
had a fruitful 
retrospection 
on parenthood, 
childhood, 
and family life 
altogether.

Previous to this event, the 
Grade 9 students and their parents 
had their own Fridate during the 
“Staying Connected” seminar last 
October 12, 2018. A step-up seminar 
from that of the Grade 6, “Staying 

Connected” seeks to encourage and 
strengthen healthy parent-child 
relationships. 

During the first part of the 
program, the students underwent 
activities in a separate room from 
the adults, as they were given time to 
reflect on themselves as children to 
their parents. They joined their moms 
and dads during the second half, 
and the delight of learning together 
new things and discovering a lot 
about their relationships were above 
everything else.

As families living in the new 
millennium, it is a challenge to 
strengthen communication ties among 
family members. “Can We Connect” 
and “Staying Connected” are annual 
events especially organized by OBMC 
that continues to prove that more 
than anything else, it is love for family 
which is most important. 

The Marching Band is a feather 
in the cap of OB Montessori 

Center. Wherever the Marching Band 
performs, in or off campus, these group 
of high school students are a sight to 
behold in their dapper uniforms playing 
pieces from their repertoire of marches 
and cheers, which include classics like 
John Sousa’s “Semper Fidelis” and 
the Philippine folk song, “Paru-parong 
Bukid.” They can also shift in the next 
minute to contemporary songs like 

u By Christine Manansala, Grade 9-Ruby

u By Ashley Esguerra, Grade 9-Ruby

There is no doubt about it: 
February is acclaimed as 

the month of love, all because St. 
Valentine’s Day just so happens to fall 
on the 14th day of this month. Anybody 
can spot the telltale signs of the day’s 
approach. From the numerous heart-
shaped crimson balloons that can be 
seen tied to stalls, the extravagant 
bouquets of lined-up flowers, and 
the boxes of chocolate appealingly 

n FEATURE
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wrapped for the receiver’s eyes—it’s 
clear to see that love is in the air.

So, it may come as a shock to 
many that the history of St. Valentine’s 
Day isn’t only about romantic dates 
or giving gifts to a loved one. The 
forerunner of St. Valentine’s Day was 
Lupercalia, a pagan festival to ward off 
evil spirits and promote everybody’s 
health. The celebration only came to 
be known as St. Valentine’s Day after 
the Patron Saint Valentine. The only 
problem is, which Valentine? History 
records three persons who shared 
the same name. In particular was St. 
Valentine the Martyred of the third 

century, who was sentenced to death 
for encouraging young people to marry 
within the Catholic Church, for secretly 
performing the marriage ceremonies, 
and for aiding believers to escape 
persecution. 

Only during the Middle Ages did 
St. Valentine’s Day become closely 
related to love and romance. It 
stemmed from the belief that the 14th 
of February was the start of the mating 
season of birds. From a humorous 
comment that the 14th of February was 
actually a day of love, this gradually 
evolved into a serious celebration of 
love that is enjoyed by many. 

The Philippines takes the 
celebration of St. Valentine’s Day very 
seriously. There is even a tradition 
where couples get married on this 
day just for the sheer romance of it. 
However, it has been contested by 
some Grade 12 students (Hannah De 
Peralta and Nicole Diaz, just to name a 
few) that Valentine’s Day is more than 
just a day of love to be shared with your 
significant other. It is a day that can be 
celebrated with family or friends and, 
most importantly, it is a celebration of 
love that can be spent throughout a 
whole year instead of it being crammed 
into one measly day.

n FEATURE

Earth, Wind & Fire’s “September” or 
the movie theme from The Avengers. 

According to Greenhills campus 
bandmaster Mr. Antonio Almiñe, it 
was the desire of the late Mr. Maximo 
Soliven for OBMC to establish its own 
marching band. Mr. Soliven believed 
every school must have a marching 
band as part of the school’s pride. 
Wherever there is a marching band 
playing, the entire community’s spirit is 
enhanced and strengthened. 

Dr. Preciosa Soliven finally 
established the first OBMC marching 
band in 1988 with the professional 
help of composer, conductor, and 
educator Alfredo Buenaventura, 
former conservatory dean of the 
Centro Escolar University. Thirty 

years hence, there are marching 
bands in Angeles, Greenhills, and 
Las Piñas campuses. 

Led by bandmaster Conrad 
Nicolas, the OBMC Las Piñas 
Marching Band has over forty 
members under three sections—
woodwinds, brass, and percussion. 
Unlike the other extra-curricular 
high school clubs, the Marching 
Band is a special subject class 
rather than an after-school activity. 

In this class the students learn how to 
play a musical instrument, regardless 
of experience. They are also taught 
how to play both classic and modern 
pieces for performance during school 
assemblies and events. 

The OBMC Las Piñas Marching 
Band also performs at special venues 
like at Spectrum Linear Park for The 
Sounds of Christmas last December 
2018. They will also be playing in March 
at the annual Founder’s Day and 
Grade 10 cadet graduation alongside 
the marching bands of Greenhills 
and Angeles campuses, wearing 
their special blue and white uniforms 
with one-sided capes shaped like a 
butterfly’s wing.

A ‘Date’ with Family: 
Connect and Stay Connected

n FEATURE

A March to Success: OBMC Las Piñas 
Marching Band

u By Erika Ashley Meg G. Jayma, 
Grade 12-Tinio

Pagmamahal: More than 
Just a Day
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u By Miguel Huang, Grade 3-Nightingale u By Chesca Azul, Grade 3-Nightingale

n LITERARY WORK

Love Letters for Mommy and Daddy

Dear Mommy and Daddy, 

I always think that I am the luckiest boy in the world for 
being your son. I know you both are working so well to make 
our lives beautiful. Please know that I understand why you can’t 
be here with me, Daddy and Mommy. I know why you need to 
leave me and my brother behind most of the time. I always miss 
Mommy tucking me to sleep; I miss Daddy playing with me and 
my new toys; I miss you both teaching me my school lessons. But 
it’s okay, I know you leave to make our lives better. I know one day, 
we will have more time to play and read my favorite books. One 
day I will share with you the things I’ve read and learned from 
you. I will always hope that day would come. But for now, Mommy 
and Daddy, just do what is best! I am very proud of you. I promise 
to be good also. I promise to make you proud.

I may not be a perfect son, but deep here in 
my heart, I love you so much. Thanks for giving 
me the chance to see this beautiful world and for 
accepting me for what I am. 

God bless our family!

Love always, 
Miggy

Dear Mommy and Daddy, 

You may get mad at me but I will 
always love you. I am alive today because 
of you. You have given so much to me …  
my life, my house, my family and friends. 
Everything. Day and night I will always 
love you. Mommy, you always say “commit 
your dreams to God” and I always do. And 
Daddy, you always ask me to never have a 
boyfriend because I might love him more 
than you. You still don’t believe me. Well for 
me, I say: Daddy, do not worry. If I have one, 
I will love you both. (I will have one when I 

am 25 years old.) And Mommy, I 
will always follow my dreams 
just like you said. And I will 
follow my own motto: I am not 
impressed by social media or 

job titles. I am impressed by 
how people treat other people.

Your daughter,
Chesca 

“Love for me is a beautiful thing. It can bring families 
together and it can create a family of your own.” 

– Amadeus Nicholai Indiongco, 6-Mercury

“Love can come in multiple forms depending on 
the person. A vast multitude of beliefs and religion also 
include love, it is, and can be, involved in every situation. 
Love can be a person, a common occasion, a game, music, 
or other complex representation. But for me, it is simply 
some silence. I enjoy spending time in silence.” 

– Mikkel Sunny Yu, 6-Mercury

“Love is a special bond between me and my best 
friends. It is something that can never be thrown away 
or forgotten. It is not just talking to each other, it is about 
making memories with each other. And it is something that 
I will cherish forever.”        – Ashley Encarnado, 6-Mercury

I really love you
I like you to be my Mama every day

You’re my super love every day
You’re my super Mama forever

You are the best
Best Mama
Every day
I love you

u By Marcus Sven Cordova, Grade 2-Flamingo

Poem about Love“What is Love?”

“To me, love is what connects 
everyone, including me and you, to 
everyone else. Love is in your family, 
friends, and acquaintances. To me, love is 
when the ones you care about are happy.”  
          – Azarel Tanoja, 6-Mercury

By:  (3-Nighringale)

Dear Mama


